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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

CABINET DECISIONS

TUESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY 2017
PRESENT: Councillor S E Ralphs MBE (Chair) 

Councillors M Bowen, A Forrester, T Hall, B Johnson and E Wain

57 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)

The Minutes of the meeting held on 6 December 2016 were approved.

58 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST, IF ANY

There were no declarations of interest made.

59 LOCAL JOINT EMPLOYEES CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES - 26 
JANUARY 2017

DECISION: That the Minutes of Meeting of the Local Joint Employees 
Consultative Committee held on 26 January 2017 be received and 
the recommendations contained therein approved.

60 FORWARD PLAN

DECISION: That the Forward Plan for the period February 2017 to April 2017 be 
approved for publication.

61 THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL, PROCUREMENT AND PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW 2016/17

The purpose of the report is to inform members of the Council’s overall 
performance and financial position for the period ended 31st December 2016 (“Third 
Quarter 2016/17”).  The position was summarised as follows:

Subject Headline
Finance The Finance headlines for the third quarter were:

Performance against Budget
 At the end of the third quarter the General Fund budget for 

2016/17 was forecast to be marginally overspent by £5,650. 
Efficiency Programme
 The in-year savings requirement for 2016/17 amounted to 

£1,320,510 which was made up of the efficiency target of 
£613,760 for 2016/17, together with the £706,750 of unachieved 
savings rolled forward from 2015/16. At the quarter three stage 
there was a projected shortfall of £443,600 due to slippage in the 
programme and associated costs of implementation. This shortfall 
could be funded using the earmarked reserve established to meet 
such one-off/short-term costs.

Capital Programme
 The Capital Programme budget for 2016/17 was £3.1 million 
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Subject Headline
including the carry forward of capital underspends from 2015/16.  
The projected outturn was £1.3 million which represented an 
underspend of £1.8 million relating to the slippage in the Growth 
Fund regeneration projects, asset management plan and disabled 
facilities grant works.

Treasury Management
 Cash investments held at 31st December 2016 totalled £13.4 

million. The Ascent loan and debenture currently stood at £19 
million.

 Council borrowing at 31st December 2016 totalled £15.6 million 
(£14 million of which relates to the Ascent loan)

 The Council’s net interest receipts budget was projected to be 
£5,000 overspent.

Revenue Collection
 84.8% of Council Tax was collected by 31st December 2016, 

compared to 85.2% for the same period last year.
 81.2% of Business Rates was collected by 31st December 2016 

compared with 81.6% for the same period last year.
 At the end of Quarter Three the value of sundry debt that was 

over 60 days old was £251,658 which compares with £297,987 at 
31st December 2015

Procurement The Procurement headlines for the third quarter were:

 11 procurement activities were completed during Quarter Three
 The procurement forward plan included 41 procurement activities 

for 2016/17 (either SMDC only or joint) 
 At 31st December 2016, 59% of procurement activity undertaken 

was on the forward plan and the Council paid 95% of its invoices 
within 30 days during the year

Performance The Performance headlines for the Third Quarter were:
 40% of the key performance indicators were on track, 14% off 

track and 46% no target (contextual or baseline year).
 Of the 20 Priority Actions within the Corporate Plan, none were 

rated red, 6 had been completed/closed, 2 were currently rated 
‘Amber’, 2 were pending projects and the remainder being 
classified as ‘Green’; and

 The Council received 41 complaints, 58 comments and 46 
compliments in the Third Quarter. 

Options Considered:

Detailed Analysis was contained within the main body of the Report.

DECISION: That the Third Quarter 2016/17 financial, procurement and 
performance position detailed in Appendices A, B and C and 
summarised at 3.3 of the covering report be noted.

62 2017/18 BUDGET & UPDATED MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2017/18 
TO 2020/21

The purpose of the report was to present the proposed Budget for 2017/18, 
updated Medium-Term Financial Plan 2017/18 – 2020/21 and proposed Fees and 
Charges for 2017/18. 
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Options Considered:

A number of options had been considered throughout the financial planning 
process. Any changes to the provisions made would have to be self-financing.

DECISION: That the COUNCIL BE RECOMMENDED as follows:

(a) Approves the General Fund Budget for 2017/18 as detailed 
in Appendix A (section 8)

(b) Approves the revised Medium-Term Financial Plan 
(2017/18 to 2020/21) as detailed in Appendix A, including 
the revised Capital Programme (attached at Annex A)

(c) Approves the proposed Efficiency & Rationalisation 
Strategy for 2017/18 – 2020/21 as detailed in Appendix B

(d) Approves the proposed Fees and Charges for 2017/18 as 
detailed in Appendix C

(e) Approves a Band D Council Tax of £142.18 for 2017/18 (an 
increase of 1.9% from 2016/17)

(f) Approves a Band D Council Tax of £49.05 for Leek and 
£9.86 for Biddulph for 2016/17 (an increase of 1.9% from 
2016/17) in respect of Special District Expenses

(g) Notes the Chief Finance Officer's view that the level of 
reserves is adequate for the Council based on this budget 
and the circumstances in place at the time of preparing it 
(Appendix A section 7)

63 UPDATE ON THE NORTHERN GATEWAY DEVELOPMENT ZONE

The report provided an update on progress of the Northern Gateway 
Partnership (‘the Partnership’) and the work done to date. This updated the report to 
Cabinet on the 1st December 2015. It sought Cabinet endorsement of proposed 
additional work, to define a cross-border Growth Strategy for the region to maximise 
the potential growth and increased connectivity resulting from HS2. The report also 
included a governance structure for the Partnership in which Staffordshire Moorlands 
District Council would be represented. Members of the Service Delivery Overview 
and Scrutiny considered the report on 1 February 2017.

Options Considered:  

Detailed options were shown in section 5 of the report.

DECISION: (a) That the progress made by the Northern Gateway 
Partnership to date be noted and that the proposed work 
programme to further develop the regional Growth 
Strategy for the Northern Gateway Development Zone 
(NGDZ) be approved. 

(b) That the emerging Vision for the Partnership be endorsed.

file:///C:/Users/chazeldene/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Documents%20and%20Settings/cstone/Local%20Settings/astokes/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/9RF23P99/SMDC%20-%20Budget%202012-13%20&%20MTFP%20App%20A%20(15-02-12).doc
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(c) That Staffordshire Moorlands District Council’s role within 
the Governance structure as proposed by the Northern 
Gateway Board be endorsed -  Appendix A of the report.

(d) That the Leader be authorised, in consultation with the 
Chief Executive, to enter into a formal Collaboration 
Agreement for the Northern Gateway, in accordance with 
the draft Heads of Terms at Appendix B of the report.

(e) That the Executive Director Place be authorised to 
approve and execute all legal documentation he 
considers necessary to give effect to the above.

64 QUANTIFYING THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF GROWTH

The report sought to prepare a consistent approach to quantifying the 
economic benefits of development (housing, employment and visitor economy) in 
order to comply with s155 of Housing and Planning Act 2016 and provide relevant 
information towards consideration of ‘planning balance’ for determination of planning 
applications. The report outlined a range of economic assumptions and established 
a method for calculating the impact of each of them to inform the business cases for 
key corporate priorities and to estimate the impact of investing Council’s resources 
on the short, medium and long term financial plans.

Options Considered:

Options for consideration were provided in section 5 of the report.

DECISION: (a) That the approach to quantifying economic impact as 
outlined in this report be noted.

(b) That the approach be approved as the Council’s preferred 
method for quantifying economic growth. 

65 CONSULTATION ON A PROPOSAL TO INTRODUCE A PUBLIC SPACES 
PROTECTION ORDER IN THE AREA AROUND THE MILLENNIUM 
GARDENS, BIDDULPH

It was reported that the area around the Millennium Gardens/Sainsbury’s in 
Biddulph attracted a relatively high level of anti-social behaviour that continued to 
have a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality. Following 
partnership work with Staffordshire Police, it was considered that a Public Spaces 
Protection Order would assist in stopping individuals or groups committing anti-social 
behaviour in the area.  The report was considered by the Community Overview and 
Scrutiny Panel on 13 February 2017.

Options Considered:

None at this stage – the report requested authority to consult on the proposed 
Order. Analysis of options would take place when the outcome of any consultation is 
known.
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DECISION: That officers be instructed to carry out formal consultation on a 
proposed Public Spaces Protection Order to prevent on-going 
anti-social behaviour in and around the Millennium Gardens in 
Biddulph.

66 PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER AT LEEK BUS 
STATION/SMITHFIELD CENTRE

The area around Leek Bus Station had historically attracted relatively high 
levels of anti-social behaviour that continued to have a detrimental effect on the 
quality of life of those in the locality. The District Council had consulted on a proposal 
to introduce a Public Spaces Protection Order to assist in stopping individuals or 
groups committing anti-social behaviour in the area.  The report presented the 
responses from the consultation and proposed that the Council proceeds to make a 
Public Spaces Protection Order.

Options Considered:

 Leek Bus Station met the two conditions required for the Council to introduce a 
Public Spaces Protection Order. The activities that had taken place have had a 
detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the area. Secondly, the 
activities had been of a persistent, on-going nature. 

 Cabinet may choose to approve the proposed Order attached at Appendix A 
(Recommended).

 Alternatively, Cabinet may choose not to make a Public Spaces Protection Order 
(not recommended).

DECISION: That a Public Spaces Protection Order be introduced to prevent 
on-going anti-social behaviour in and around Leek Bus 
Station/Smithfield Centre.

67 DESIGNATION OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA FOR RUSHTON PARISH 
COUNCIL AND AMENDMENT OF THE SCHEME OF DELEGATION FOR 
DESIGNATION OF SPECIFIED FUTURE APPLICATIONS

Cabinet considered an application from Rushton Parish Council to 
designate a Neighbourhood Area for the Parish of Rushton.  The report also 
proposed an amendment to the scheme of delegation to enable future designations 
of Neighbourhood Areas, in those circumstances where the Council must exercise 
its powers of designation to designate the neighbourhood area applied for, to be 
made by the relevant Portfolio Holder with responsibilities for planning, in 
consultation with the ward members who represent the proposed neighbourhood 
area.

Options Considered:

The options available were considered in section 5 of the report.

DECISION: (a) To approve the designation of the whole of the parish of 
Rushton as a Neighbourhood Area.
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(b) To amend the Scheme of Delegation to delegate authority 
to the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Development & 
Property to act in accordance with the protocol for 
decision making by an individual executive member and 
in consultation with the ward members who represent the 
proposed neighbourhood area, to designate 
neighbourhood areas in those circumstances where the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) and Development 
Management Procedure (Amendment) Regulations 2016 
apply.

68 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED  - That, pursuant to Section 100A(2) and (4) of the Local Government 
Act, 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting in view of the 
nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the 
proceedings whereby it is likely that confidential information as 
defined in Section 100A (3) of the Act would be disclosed to the 
public in breach of the obligation of confidence or exempt information 
as defined in Section 100 I (1)  of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act 
would be disclosed to the public by virtue of the Paragraphs 
indicated.

69 ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT VENTURE COMPANY FOR THE DELIVERY 
OF WASTE COLLECTION, STREET CLEANSING, GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE & FLEET MANAGEMENT SERVICES

The Cabinet approved a report which provided an update of the detailed 
business case that had been developed for the establishment of a joint venture 
partnership for the provision of waste collection, street cleansing, grounds 
maintenance and fleet management services. 

70 VICTORIA BUSINESS PARK, BIDDULPH

The Cabinet approved the award of a construction contract for highway 
completion works at Victoria Business Park, Biddulph.

The meeting closed at 10.56 am

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date


